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editor’sNote

 CONTENTS

It is an honor and pleasure to greet the esteemed readers of the professional newsletter Gentlemen’s Agreement. A group of 
younger political scientists within the association Politea has decided to launch a political and economic newsletter. Political and 
economic analysis through political science discourse has not been sufficiently represented in our society. Therefore, a newsletter 
of this kind is essential. Second, but nevertheless equally important goal is to promote the political science vocation, as well as 
establishing it in the society and promoting the shaping of public policies. Political science and its contribution to society have not 
been adequately valorized so we hope that this newsletter will contribute to a better perception of political scientists and their 
relevance in society, as well as academia. The newsletter will be published monthly and bilingually. It will also be available on our 
website. 

Within the newsletter we plan to publish scientific analysis which will be useful to government agencies and economic subjects 
operating, or desiring to operate in Croatia. In the following publications we plan to feature articles by international professors, as well 
as exclusive interviews. In the first issue we bring you four thematically different articles, but all with political science intersection 
points and connections with Politea. We will present the geostrategic potential of Croatia’s influence in the Mediterranean region, 
coupled with a  short overview of the security situation in the Middle East and in North Africa. The second article describes the 
political situation and challenges facing Bosnia and Herzegovina. We must emphasize that the security of Bosnia is vital for the 
security and prosperity of the entire region. The third article concisely presents the political and economic background of Croatia, 
as well as its capabilities. In the last article we will present a view about the significance and influence of religion on social move-
ments and political system. Although it seems that in Western democracies, religion does not have such an influence, it is not 
quite so. 

The newsletter will also bring brief news on academic organizations and events. We hope that the newsletter will awake the 
interest of general professional public. Consequently we expect cooperation as well as critical observations. We therefore call upon 
all interested for cooperation, by offering us propositions and suggestions

Best regards from the editor and other members of Gentelmen’s Agreement and thank you for reading.
Blagoja Mirčevski



The Academic Conference and General Assembly 2011  took place in Lisbon from 
10 to 16 April 2011. This will be the 14th ACGA of the International Association for 
Political Science Students (IAPSS) and will attract people interested in all matters 
political from all over the world. The organiser of the conference was the Academic 
Association of the Institute for Political Studies (AAIEP is the Portuguese acronym) is 
the association representing Political Science and International Relations students 
of the Institute for Political Studies of the Catholic University of Portugal. The topic of 
the Academic Conference was “World Leadership”. Participants could listen about 
and discuss the relevance of current international organizations as political leaders; 
the international economic organizations’ management of globalization; as well as 
security and defence. At the General Assembly of IAPSS, the reports of the boards 
were presented and new members of the boards were chosen whose mandate will 
start in autumn 2011.

The Kiev National University Taras Shevchenko orga-
nized and international conference from 20 to 22 April titled „Days of Science“, which was attended by 
several hundred Ukrainian, Belorussian, Russian and Croatian philosophers and political scientists. Croa-
tia was represented by Vedran Obućina, president of Politea, with the topic of “Institutionalization of par-
ties and party systems in post communism”. On tha occasion, Mr. Obućina spoke with professor Volodymir 
Fedorovich Cvih, who explained, from the position of the theory of power, a form of party governance in 
Ukraine and the possibilities for the development of civil society in that country. The entire conversation 
will be available in a form of interview in the next issue of Gentlemen’s Agreement. 
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The revolutionary unrest which have earlier this year 
affected the Middle East and North Africa have once 
again shown all the political weaknesses of the Arab 
world. Once strong authoritarian regimes began to swing 
in front of a wave of dissenters who started the demo-
lition of many years of ruling dynasties in order to final-
ly establish liberal democratic rule in their countries. 
But, the transition process does not run smoothly and 
the already fragile security of the Mediterranean is 
facing new challenges.

While in Tunisia and Egypt (bloody) street riots suf-
ficed to bring down the regime, in Libya a civil war 
erupted, as the rebels will not settle for less than Colo-
nel Muammar Gaddafi resignation. In Syria President 
Bashar al-Assad is also remaining firmly in power and 

mercilessly suppressing protesters. In Yemen, the situ-
ation is similar, although President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
notionally agreed to resign. In Bahrain, which is strate-
gically important because of the 5th US Fleet, a Saudi 
military intervention was initiated in order to manage 
the protests against the ruling Sunni dynasty. The po-
litical situation is also tense in the rest of the region, 
in countries such as Algeria, Jordan, Lebanon and Ku-
wait, while the proximity of Iraq is a natural cause of 
concern. 

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is an addition factor 
which has been a burden for the international commu-
nity for decades and represents a long-term disrup-
tive obstacle to attempts at stabilizing the Middle East 
and the whole Mediterranean region. We should also 
not neglect the current government crisis in

Bosnia and Herzegovina which is putting additional 
pressure on the relations of the three ethnic commu-
nities and which can further undermine the security 
architecture of the region. Finally, we should mention 
the economic crisis which has given an impetus to var-
ious anarchist and revolutionary groups which aim at 
destabilizing and destroying the ruling constitutional 
framework in Europe by force.

As far as the Arab world goes, it is important that the 
international community creates a framework for de-
velopment of democratic processes through thoughtful 
and unobtrusive involvement. The transition process 
will be painful and non-reversible, because the new 
political system will not be able to build on old foun-
dations, while the new, post-conflict governments will 
still have to tackle corruption, economic problems and 
demographic pressures. Major changes, such as dem-
ocratic elections, institution building, security sector 
reform, reconciliation and opening of markets, which 
are expected at least in one part of the Arab world, will 
not fully succeed if they do not receive foreign help. 
If the transition fails, and the Arab states experience 
even more chaos, anarchy will further exacerbate the 
security situation. The initial euphoria could be re-
placed by disappointment, which would benefit a va-
riety of extremists, especially Islamic fundamentalists 
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and militants, which could strengthen their influence 
among the vulnerable masses. In addition, the grow-
ing waves of refugees and immigrants that will arrive in 
Europe will create additional pressure on the already 
porous European borders. Extemists planning terrorist 
attacks in Europe, particularly al-Qaeda in the Islamic 

Maghreb would surely want to take advantage of such 
a situation. Radical preacher Anwar al-Awlaki has al-
ready stressed that the “mujahideen brothers ... after 
three decades of choking are again able to breathe,” 
and that “great opportunities have opened for the mu-
jahideen all over the world.” This will create additional 
security problems for the Mediterranean region and 
beyond. Anarchic conditions could also result in the 
rise of piracy in the Mediterranean, which has so far 
been rare in that region. Somalia is a prime example.

As a member of the United Nations, OSCE, NATO 
and the Mediterranean Union and soon member of 
the European Union, Croatia must play an active role 
in preserving and strengthening security in the Medi-
terranean region. Zagreb has already given support to 
NATO’s military action in Libya, and also offered to en-
gage in humanitarian efforts. But Croatia should not be 
restricted to Libya only, but should closely monitor de-
velopments in the region. As a country which suffered 

a devastating war, housed large numbers of refugees, 
managed to peacefully reintegrate part of its territory and 
is undertaking intensive work for reconciliation with for-
mer adversaries, Croatia’s experience could significant-
ly assist in the management of post-conflict situations 
in many politically unstable countries. Croatian officers, 
soldiers and humanitarians in international peacekeep-
ing missions have passed evaluation with top grades, 
which is another proof that Croatia has the potential for 
securing and stabilizing crisis areas.

Croatia should therefore insist on becoming involved 
in future peace talks between the conflicting parties, 
no matter the fact that the main role in these talks is 
reserved for great powers, and should offer itself as a 
mediator with clearly defined strategies. Croatia must 
not allow it to be pushed aside from taking part in shap-
ing security policies in the Mediterranean region be-
cause the stabilization of the area is vital for Croatian 
security, as well as wider political and economic inter-
ests. This also applies to the situation in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, as well as the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
Zagreb must therefore insist on easing political ten-
sions in Bosnia so that this religiously and ethnically 
divided and politically unstable country manages to 
consolidate and preserve its existing borders. Without 
a stable Bosnia and Herzegovina there is no stability 
in our region. As a soon-to-be member of the European 
Union, which in turn is part of the Peace Quartet for the 
Middle East, Croatia has to clearly expressed  willing-
ness to impartially and actively participate in reaching 
a final agreement that would finally guarantee security 
of both Israel and the Palestinians. The rise of politi-
cal violence in Europe is also something that Croatia 
has to deal with more intensely, which means to de-
velop specific strategies to eliminate the causes, and 
not act on an ad hoc basis. Because of the extreme 
mobility of terrorist groups and their ability to com-
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municate and coordinate, Croatian cooperation with 
foreign intelligence services must be more intensive 
and comprehensive. In order to better manage post-
conflict situations, Croatia needs to form multidisci-
plinary expert teams to design effective strategies. 
We should also encourage cooperation with local and 
international organizations, think tanks and individu-
als relevant to specific areas so that these strategies 
can become as clear, precise and, most importantly, 
viable in practice.

With its active role, Croatia can contribute to reduc-
ing the risk of political instability, extremism and vio-
lence in the crisis-affected countries, which will lead 
to stability, strengthening of the economy, increase 
of thee trading volume and security of capital invest-
ment. Effective management of post-conflict situa-
tions is a guarantee of security that leads to political, 
economic and social progress.

Economic growth and market liberalization in Arab 
countries will open the door to foreign companies and 
investors, which Croatia should recognize as poten-
tial for its own investors and domestic companies. Al-
though in the short term, risks for foreign investors 
will still be high because of the need for political con-
solidation, in the long run, the new political powers 
should become stable, which will reduce economic 
risks. Libyan journalist, writer and member of the Lib-
yan rebel National Council of Fatima Mahmoud in an 
interview given to a Croatian newspaper pointed out 
that Croatian authorities have signed many contracts 
with Libya that will be put to practice if the opposition 
forces come to power. Therefore, an active role of Cro-
atia in easing the crisis will further strengthen political 
and economic relations between the two countries. In 
addition, Croatia, as a tourist country, must work in-
tensely to stabilize the region as foreign tourists large-
ly avoid staying close to crisis areas. Strengthening of 
political and economic ties, coupled with active partic-
ipation in the stabilization of conflict and post-conflict 
areas is also important for security of the region and 
its economic growth.

Croatia and Mediterranean security
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Bosnia and Herzegovina, sixteen years after the sign-
ing of the Dayton Agreement which end an armed con-
flict which was both a civil and international war, does 
not cease to represent one of the key security issues in 
Europe. Together with Kosovo and Macedonia, Bosnia 
poses the greatest challenge for the Common Security 
and Defence Policy (CSDP) and NATO in Southeast Eu-
rope. Although nowadays Bosnia and Herzegovina is 
a country in which there is no armed conflict and has, 
globally compared, a low intensity of homicide and 
physical violence in politics and society (though one 
should not forget the recent case of a police officer 

killing Ante Malić, president of the Croatian Peasant 
Party -New Croatian Initiative), political instability, eco-
nomic fragility, ethnic and religious intolerance, em-
ployed for partisan purposes and vague strategies of 
Brussels and Washington, create a fertile ground for 
further escalation of the crisis in that country.

Bosnia and Herzegovina is divided into two enti-
ties, but it is neither a classic federation or confed-
eration, nor a unitary state. The Bosnian political 
system dominated by the ethnic principle, but we 
cannot talk about a functioning model of consocia-
tional democracy. It is an incomplete state, while the 

process of state-building constantly faces obstacles 
and resistance. At the same time, the process con-
stitutional nation-building is also very questionable 
due to asymmetrical power relations of the three 
ethnic communities that are wedged in the political 
system as constituent peoples who have the ability 
to protect their “vital national interest “by blocking 
and vetoing the decisions that could significantly 
change the existing order. 

The crisis of government formation in the Fed-
eration of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the politics 
Zlatko Lagumdžija, leader of the Bosnian Social 
Democrats, who wants to create a civic, unitary 
state indicate the questionable sustainability of the 
existing power-sharing model between Bosniaks 
and Croats in the larger of the two Bosnian entities. 
Continuous efforts of the President of the Republic 
of Srpska Milorad Dodik to obstruct Bosnian-Her-
zegovinian government and sovereignty undermine 
long-term stability and functional future of the coun-
try. The multilateral meeting in Karađorđevo is evi-
dence of Turkey’s readiness and desire to get more 
involved in the security architecture of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and the whole of Southeast Europe.

While the focus of the United States is on global 
fight against terrorism and the establishing of stability 
in Afghanistan and Pakistan, the European Union has 
not shown enough capacity for the development of a 
constructive solution of the Bosnian-Herzegovinian 
crisis. Croatia is, due to the sensitive position of the 
end of negotiations with the European Union, as well 
as in anticipation of a negative verdict for the generals 
of the HVO and the International Tribunal for the For-
mer Yugoslavia in The Hague (Praljak et al. case) not 
prepared to engage more in the shaping of the future 
of its first neighbor. 

The Bosnian challenge
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As a member of the European Union, Croatia will be-
come the boundary, the gateway country of the Eu-
ropean Union’s policy towards Bosnia and the rest of 
the former Yugoslavia. As a Schengen border country 
(which in itself is now put under question because 
of the Libyan refugee crisis), Croatia will have the re-

sponsible task of fighting illegal migration, trafficking 
and smuggling of arms, drugs and tobacco. In the con-
text of Bosnia and Herzegovina, we must not forget 
the dormant, yet real threat of radical Islamist groups 
in that country. While Western allies do not consider 
this threat to be one of their current priorities, Croatia 
has to continuously monitor the development of such 
political tendencies in order to protect its national se-
curity and the safety of its nationals living in that coun-
try. Also, together with Slovenia, Croatia will have to 
devise a strategy to further integrate this part of Eu-
rope, spread democratic standards and improve secu-

rity conditions. European Union mechanisms, primar-
ily the model of cross-border cooperation, should be 
used by the Croatian government to shape economic 
cooperation projects in border municipalities (Dalma-
tia and Herzegovina, Slavonia, and Bosanska Posav-
ina).These projects should focus on development of 
transport infrastructure, sustainable management of 
natural resources, and water resources management 
of the Sava river basin and the strengthening of ener-
gy cooperation. In this context, of special importance 
is the future of the petroleum refinery in Bosanski 
Brod which has still not been modernized by its new 
Russian owners, while it poses a health threat to the 
citizens of Slavonski Brod. Furthermore, it is important 
to connect the aluminum industry in Mostar to metal-
lurgical facilities in Šibenik, Knin and Split. Finally, if 
the Dalmatian tourism industry wishes to extend the 
tourist season, it should cooperate with winter (Ku-
pres) and rural tourism destinations in Herzegovina. 
The strengthening of cross-border economic integra-
tion will be the strongest contribution to protecting of 
interests of Croatian nationals in Bosnia, increased 
stability of the country and its adoption of European 
standards.

The Bosnian challenge
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After gaining its independence Croatia has accepted 
the guidelines of neoliberal capitalism. Surely this sys-
tem is a hybrid of an inherited socialist system and the 
postulate of liberal economy. The political system is 
stable with all the transitional characteristics. The party 
of the right center is in power, which is pro-European 
oriented but burdened with corruptive affairs while the 
former authoritative Prime Minister is in jail where he 
awaits the indictment. The opposition is not consolidat-
ed, clearly aware of the cuts that need to be done and 
is leading the campaign half-heartedly.

The global financial crisis, and later the crisis of 
the real sector, has significantly influenced the further 
growth and development of Croatia. The world financial 
crisis has manifested itself in Croatia through recession 
and the fall in Gross Domestic Product (GDP). With the 
reduction of capital liquidity, the decline of economy 
also occurred because the growth was mainly based 
on the consumption by foreign debt, while domestic 
production is mostly noncompetitive due to the strong 
domestic currency and the ineffective government sub-
sidies. In Croatia it is necessary to perform the restruc-
turing of the large and inefficient state administration. 
Although this is an economic and strategic issue con-
nected to the functioning of the state, it is also a 

political issue because of the obtained sinecures and 
benefits of the local potentates and party officials. GDP 
per capita is over 60 percent of the European Union’s 
(EU) average which puts Croatia ahead of some of the 
new EU member states. In so doing it is vital to create 
a good regional partition for getting more funding from 
European funds provided to the less developed coun-
tries.

In the economic context, Croatia with its strong do-
mestic currency and liberal regulations has facilitated 
the import of consumer goods, while not sufficiently 
protecting the domestic industry and production.  At the 
same time it has kept the big and wasteful bureaucracy 
which is relatively corrupt on all levels, which greatly 
hinders investment and prevents an active development 
of entrepreneurship undertakings. Croatia has a rela-
tively well-educated work force for labor-intensive ser-
vices. In rural areas it is possible to hire this kind of 
human capital for a relatively affordable fee, which can 
be attractive to investors.  In general, the workforce is 
more protected nominally than in real terms because 
the legal rules and regulations are not followed and the 
judiciary system is not is not sufficiently expeditious. 
This kind of situation, coupled with the corruption of 
local and state government, enables lucrative profits 
for private investors. The social system is stable, with 
public health and education, but is reduced compared 
to the previous period. Part of the population falls into 
the category of poor, but without groups of extremely 
poor and with very small number of homeless people. 
A large percentage of the unemployed does temporary 
or part-time jobs and a portion of them works without 
being registered, so the actual unemployment rate is 
less than statistical.

The state of Croatian economy
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More affordable capital is needed for the devel-
opment of the economy. Aggravating circumstance is 
that the banking sector is in the foreign ownership. As 
banks target faster profit maximization, so the credit 
granting to infrastructural projects is somewhat dif-
ficult because they are riskier. At the same time credit 
financing of entrepreneurial ventures is more rigorous 
and with higher average interest rate than is the case 
with the EU. Generally, the interest rates for the popula-
tion are on the upper limit of the Eurozone, while the 
credit loans for the companies, short-term as well as 
long-term, are significantly higher than in the Eurozone. 
Although the interest rates in the Eurozone are relative-
ly low, Croatia has no benefits because of the high risk 
premium. In this way Croatia is neither competitive nor 
can it develop its own production which is a requisite for 
export and the recovery of foreign trade balance sheet.

At the same time the banks unobtrusively transfer 
their bad loans to the companies onto the citizens by 
the means of recapitalization through funds which are 
mostly in their ownership. In this way the clients of pen-
sion and investment funds are directly affected. Gen-
erally speaking, the capital market is underdeveloped; 
liquidity is low while trading with privileged information 
is not rare. Part of the profit is drawn using dividends 
while capital profit tax does not exist. At the same time 
the government works closely with banks and by using 
national models of housing loans implements its bank-
ing policy of transferring the credit rate repayment onto 
the citizens and not onto the failed entrepreneurial ven-
tures. 

As the growth was generated by consumption and 
import of goods, the reduction of liquidity due to difficul-
ties in crediting lead to lower consumption; the domes-
tic production is uncompetitive and insufficient, and the 
egomaniacal political elite due to faster completion of 

the EU accession negotiation has not intervened by 
protecting the domestic market and production and has 
thus lead the country into serious crisis. During the cri-
sis, the Central Bank’s expansive monetary policy fund-

ed the budget deficit because the state has borrowed 
from the domestic market which prevented a complete 
illiquidity of the system. With the recovery of developed 
economies, Croatia has regained access to credits, but 
at higher interest rates. In this way nothing significant 
has been done for solving the situation of illiquidity or 
for incenting export for the recovery of foreign trade bal-
ance sheet; instead the solution has been prolonged. 
Within the next few years, with the arrival of debt-recov-
ery, the liquidity of the system will be significantly dif-
ficult, as will be the possibility to subsidize industries 
that are necessary for system stability.

In order to prevent this, establishing a national stra-
tegic plan for economy revival is necessary. The key 
problem is that the political elite have not developed a 
strategic plan for the development of the economy. Cro-
atia is focused on tourism, which is mainly improvised, 
elementary and unorganized without a bigger and more 
substantial program. According to estimates, the share 
of tourism in GDP rises up to 20 percent. It is mainly 
mass tourism without excessive additional content be-
sides the natural beauty and clear sea. Although there 
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are prerequisites for the development of elite tourism, 
on a larger scale it is not present due to the lack of 
associated infrastructure and tacit resistance of local 
authorities against investors. 

Agricultural production is underutilized although the 
state owns large agricultural areas that are not suffi-
ciently cultivated, because there is no national strategy 
for starting the agricultural production. Local farms are 
small with average of 5-6 hectares per farm. Although 

there are great capacities for agricultural production, it 
is not sufficient even for the domestic needs and is thus 
imported. The share of agricultural production in GDP is 
about 5 percent. Agricultural land in Croatia is several 
times cheaper than the same quality land in the EU.  In 
the pre-accession negotiations with the EU, Croatia has 
obtained a seven-year transition period during which 
the sale of agricultural land to foreigners is prohibited. 
But nevertheless, the vagueness and inconsistency of 
law allows foreigners to acquire agricultural land in-
directly even before the transitional period has been 
completed. 

The ruling political elite in doing so uses all the pos-
sible variants of patching the deficit; from crisis taxa-
tion and rising the rate of value-added tax, expressing 
announcements for privatizations of large and stable 

companies which are in the majority owned by the 
state, and the initiation of profit payoff in them through 
dividends. The only model for helping the economy is 
the government’s initiation of funds for economic coop-
eration in terms of venture capital funds (also known 
as private equity funds) which would recapitalize larger 
companies which have difficulties in functioning. Cur-
rently, there is no pronounced interest of foreign private 
equity funds for investing in Croatia, although there is 
a potential for acquisitions regardless of the small mar-
ket.

Although the majority of state companies are priva-
tized, the state still controls interests in certain strate-
gic companies such as INA, Janaf, Petrokemija (Petro-
chemical), Luka Rijeka (Port Rijeka), Luka Ploče (Port 
Ploče), Croatia osiguranje (Croatia Insurance), ACI, Jadro-
plov, Končar Electric Industry (The Končar Group); it 
also has significant shares in Croatian Telecom, Atlan-
tska plovidba, Kraš, Podravka, and Dalekovod. It is a bit 
more likely that there will be the sale of certain shares 
in the foreseeable future, partly due to filling the budget 
and debt repayment, and partly due to overtaking the 
international commitments on the reduction of state 
shares in companies. Some companies will be recapi-
talized and will thus change their ownership structure 
and the state share in them will be significantly reduced. 

In the regional ambiance Croatia is somewhat a 
leader and a trailblazer. Pre-accession negotiations for 
EU membership are in the final stage. The political sys-
tem is stable but economically stagnant in contrast to 
the rest of the region. At the same time it is situated in a 
very dynamic environment. With Slovenia it has specific 
territorial disputes which are used by either side for their 
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internal benefits in relation to the EU. With Hungary it 
has no political confrontations, but Hungary is currently 
undergoing an extreme economic and political instabil-
ity. Pro-nationalistic parties have a high percentage of 
seats in parliament and explicitly demonstrate their at-
titudes. The political crisis in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
and more generally the lack of cooperation certainly 
contribute to the instability in the region. Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, due to its ethnic composition and the vi-
tal foreign trade partner falls under Croatia’s sphere 
of interests. In Serbia, because of the economic crisis, 
the extreme nationalism is developing. In the current 
session of Parliament individually the strongest party is 
the party of the radical right.  Bilateral cooperation has 
improved, although it constantly oscillates according to 
various daily political events. However, this is not in the 
extent which is required by the EU and therefore it is 
vital to work on a stronger economic cooperation be-
cause there is definitely potential and interest on both 
sides.

Heightened nationalism and xenophobia through-
out Europe further brings into question the EU project. 
After the political intricacies, the EU is now burdened 
by the economic crisis. Some of its members are seek-
ing direct support from other members because they 
cannot fulfill assumed responsibilities. Nationalism is 
a direct response to this situation because the citizens 
of other countries are not solidarized with this kind of 
situation. This is a great test for the European identity 
which is still in its infancy. The EU is currently oriented 
on itself and on disciplining its member states as well 
as on resolving the crisis. The world, and especially Eu-
rope’s recovery, will be much harder because the sys-
tem is based on expansion by the means of low-budget 
resources. The lack of its own strategic raw materials 
and the high price of oil, gas, and electricity significantly 
hinder the recovery of European economies. Therefore, 
Croatia needs to make the most of the newly formed sit-
uation and try to obtain greater benefits upon entering 
the EU. With inadequate politics, uncompetitiveness of 
the market and without protecting its national interests, 
Croatia will not achieve the expected benefits.

The state of Croatian economy
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Religion is one of the most fundamental traits of 
identity in the contemporary society. As such, it is by no 
means left out of major social, cultural and political 
movements, regardless of the process of secularization. 
After the fall of the Berlin Wall and the increasing glo-
balization of the world, its role has increased and has 
become the force that drives both globalization and 
anti-globalization trends. Perhaps this is best seen in 
Islamic fundamentalism, as well as a strong Protestant 
republicanism, as well as the use of the Catholic and Or-
thodox factors in order to separate societies and coun-
tries in post-communist Europe. Huntington’s thesis on 
the clash of civilizations is also grounded in religious 
identity. However, what indeed is modern religion and 
how is it employed for political purposes?

Religion certainly is not (only) individual faith. It 
is an institution that makes a certain denomination 
strong a particular society. In the European monar-
chies such as Great Britain or Sweden, religion has 
formal institutional importance, because the monarch 
is also head of the Anglican and Lutheran churches. 
In the Orthodox Church, religion has a national dimen-
sion because of autocephaly, so that the church is a 
determinant of national identity and the nation itself. 
Theocracy shows the strength of religion, while in some 
Muslim countries like Egypt and Syria, religion was (and 
still is) because of omnipresent autocratic rulers. 
Secularization, at least formally, is questionable in the 
United States, where the president takes his oath on 
the Bible, uttering the words “so help me God.” Dur-
ing the Croatian Homeland War, however, Orthodox and 
Catholic churches were destroyed because they repre-

sented a national spiritual force of Serbs and Croats. 
Lower leaders of the Catholic Church and the Serbian 
Orthodox Church often advocated war actions. 

Religion has thus transcended its usual domain. 
Sometimes used to its very limits, religion has become 
a political tool of determining distinctiveness, a clear 
attitude towards modern world trends and a means of 
pressure. 

Such a usage of religion serves persistent ethnic 
and religious hostilities, and represent insurmount-
able difficulties for the international community and 
various diplomatic efforts. If we remember the wars in for-
mer Yugoslavia, we can recognize the confusion of in-
ternational peace negotiators before the entire range 
of denominations in the midst of apparently identical 
or similar people who speak the same or similar lan-
guage and share the same or a similar history. How-
ever, institutional religion may be part of wise states-
manship which has yet to be identified. If we view 
it as one of the most powerful forms of civil soci-
ety, religion should not become a source of division 
but a way of preventing conflicts. Religious leaders are 
better prepared than politicians to deal with identity 
issues. They have moral authority, which may lead 
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employed for political 
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conflicting parties to reconciliation and are able to be-
gin the process of reconciliation from the bottom. As 
such, religion is more than ready to become a partner 
to the state and an important contribution to knowl-
edge for decision-makers and diplomats in order to 
make peace efforts pay off in the long term. We all 
know that religion is very influential in society. Not only 
that, it is well rooted, cannot be separated from the 
cultural heritage and local traditions, is an active force 
of change within the community and it influences po-
litical leaders (let us just recall the role of the Church 
in the fall of communism). Iti is also an alternative civil 
forum for “politically apolitical people”; it manages 
humanitarian work, serves as a moral basis of soci-
ety even for those who consider themselves atheists 

or agnostics, has a strong ability to reject stereotypes 
and creating a dialogue and is thus a great force for 
mobilizing local, national and international initiatives 
for peace and democratization. 

As a prerequisite to this status, religion, especially 
in our region of post-communist Europe, it is neces-
sary to apply the intercultural approach. The need of 
interfaith dialogue in the preservation of democracy 
is undeniable. The interfaith movement seeks greater 
mutual respect, tolerance and cooperation among 
major religions, while denying that there is a “host” 
religion of which gives the “right” to other religions to 
exist and develop in a given time and place. 
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Politea was founded in 2008 by a handful of young social scientists, including political 
scientists, lawyers, communicologists, economists and journalists, with the aim of 
promoting social sciences and their usage for the betterment of the democratic process 
and critical thinking in everyday life.

In 2010 Politea started focusing on the creation of a think tank, with three main programs: 
(1) academic excellence through high-profile seminars and summer schools for young 
scholars; (2) political and economic analysis and strategic planning; (3) international 
relations and security, with a special emphasis on international organizations, bilateral 
agreements in South East Europe and other security topics; (4) religion and diplomacy 
with a special focus on ecumenism as a way of bridging confessional gaps in South East 
Europe.

Our financing is project-based. Politea has since its founding developed excellent 
relations with the International Association of Political Science  Studentss (IAPSS), the 
Faculty of Political Science in Zagreb and the Croatian Political Science Association. 
Our members are guest lecturers, heads of seminars and participannts of regional 
conferences, as well as active researchers in other academic projects


